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ORIGINAL. 
DESCRIPTION OF POUGHKEEPSIE: 


HE name of Poughkeepfe is derived from the Indian word 
Apoghkeepfingh, and which they applied to a {mall cove where 
the Fallkiil empties itfelf into Hudfon’s river, and fignifies a very 
fafe harbour. This place is the metropolis of Dutchefs county; 
and the port of feveral towns in Connecticut ; and tontains the 
Court-Houfe (perhaps the moft commodiows ofjany in thie ftate)} 

Qne Dutch, and one Epifcopal Church, and a tatge Academy. 

— In this town there are two printing-houfes ; one of feveral years 
ftanding, and a poft-office is kept by Mr. Power ; the other, is juft 
opened by Mr. Woods ; chambers of a fupreme juftice ; office of 
a matter in chancery and furrogate, and fix or feven attorney’s offi- 
ces. Of dry good, grocery and hardware ftores there are perhaps 

"a twenty ; two fliops of jewelry, watches and clocks; a manufa¢to- 
ry of tobacco ; a large tan-work ; and faddles, harnefs atid carria- 

es, made as expeditioufly and as neatasin New York. > 
; Travellers no where are more genteely entertained. Mr. Hen- 
a@ drickfon’s Inn has long been celebrated ; and Williams’ Hotel, a 
y hew magnificent edifice, is almoft without competition in the ftate. 
Three large ftore hovfes ftand on the bank of the river; neither 
6fwhich are more than three quarters of a mile from the Court- 
Houfe ; and where five large packets are conftantly employed in 
the New-York commerce. Within the fame diftance from the 
A Conrt-Houfe are alfo two grift-mills, three faw-mills, a mill for 

ftamping and grinding gypfum, and a large pottery. 

: This town, which contains about one hundred and fifty dwel- 
' hing houfes, is built on an elevated plain : the foil a dry fertile loam, 
and water can be had by digging between 1g & 20 feet, Whenever 
the population and refources of the place are fufficient to make the 
purchate of the Fallkill an obje@, the whole of that fine ftream 
might at a moderate expence he conveyed in pipes to the door of 

every houfe. 

To fay that Poughkeepfie is the /econd pleafant villa in the fate 

» is bat moderate juftice---in the minds of many it is the fr/. 

This Villa may be compared to a beautiful girl, who, although: 

her features argmmot perfectly regular, nor her form perhaps altoge~ 


sher ‘ess: yct, take her all in all, is exquifitely lovely. 
” ; 
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4 On Imprifonmen for Debt. | 5 


To the Evitrors of the CasKET~. 


GENTLEMEN, 


A SI was paffing lately under 
the grates of the gaol, [ 
was ftruck with horror by a rue- 
ful cry, which fummoned me 
** to remember the poor debtors.” 
The wifdom and juftice of ovr 
Jaws are, by Americans.at leaft, 
Joudly celétirafed’; but fearcely 
the moft zealous admirers of our 
§nftitutions can think that law 
wife, which, when men are c2- 
pable of work obliges them to 
beg ; or juft, which expofes the 
liberty of one to the paflions cf 
another, 

The profperity of a ‘people is 
proportionate to the number of 
hands and minds ufefully em- 
ployed. Tothe community fe- 
‘ition is a fever, corruption isa 
gangrene, and idlenefs an atro- 
phy. Whatever body, and what- 
ever fociety, waftes more than it 
acquires, muit gradually decay; 
and'every being that continues to 
be ted, and ceales to labour, takes 
away fome thing from the public 
ftock. 

The confinement, therefore, 
ofa man inthe floth and dark- 
nels of a prifon, isa lofs to the 
Nation, and no gain to the credi- 
tor. For of the multitudes who 
Are pining imthote cells of mife- 
ry, avery {ma!] part is fufped- 
edof any trauduient at by which 
they retam what belongs to 
others. The reft are imprifoned 
by the wantonnets of pride, the 
malignity of revenge, or the 
acrimony of difappointed expec- 
tation. 

lt thofe who thus rigoroufly 
excroile the power which the 
bavedas put into theirhands, be 


afked, why they continue to im- 
prifon thofe whom they know to 
be unablé to pay them: One 
will anfwer, that his debtor 
once lived better than himfelf ; 
another, that his wife looked 
above her neighbours, and. his 
children wore muftins and filks ; 
gnd another, that he pretended to 
fe a joker and awit. Some Will 
reply, that if they were in debt 
they thould meet with the fame 
treatment ; fome, that they owe 
no more than thev can pay, and 
need therefore give no account 
of their aGtions ; fome will con- 
fefs their refolution, that their 

edebtors fhall rot in gaol ; and 
fome will difcover that they hope 
by cruelty, to wring the payment 
from their friends. 

The endof all civil regulations 
is to fecure private happinefs from 
private malignity ; to keep in- 
dividwals from the power of one 
another ; but this end is appa- 
rently neglected, when aman, 
initiated-with lofs, is allowed to 
he the judge ofhis own caufe, 
and to affign the punifhment.of 
hisown pain; when the diftinc- 
tion between guilt and unhappi- 
nefs, between cafualty & defiga, 

is entrufled to eyes blind with 
intereft, to underftandings de- 
praved by refentment. 

Since poverty is punifhed a- 
mong us as acrime, wu ought et 
leatt to be treated with the fame 
Jenity as other crimes ; the of- 
fender ought not to languifh, at 


the will of him whom he leas of-+ 


fended, but to be allowed fome 
appeal to the juftice of his coun- 


try. There can bowgmmpeston, 
© why 
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Ox Imprifonment for Debt. o 


why any debtor fhould be impri- 
foned, but that he may be com- 
pelled to payment; and ‘a term 
fhould therefore be fixed, in 
which the creditor fhould exhi- 
bit his -accufation of concealed 
property. . If fuch property can 
be difcovered, Ict it be given to 
the creditor; if the charge is 
not offered, or cannot be proved, 
Jet the prifoner be difmiffed. 
Thofe who made the laws 
have apparently fuppofed, that 
every deficiency of paymeng is 
the crime of the debtor. Bur 
the truth is, that the creditor al- 
ways flares the act, and often 
more than fhares the guilt of im- 
proper truft. Icfeldom happens 
that any, man imprifons another 
but for debts. which he fulfered 
to be contracted, in hope of ad- 
vantage to himfelf, and for bar- 
Ags in which he proportioned 
1is pront to his own opinion of 
the hazard ; and there is no rea- 
fon, why one fhould punifh the 
other, for a contra@ in which 
both concurred, ) 
Many of the" inhabitants of 
prifons may juftly complain of 
harder treatment. Hethat once 
owes more than he can_ pay, is 
obliged to bribe his creditor to 
ience, by increafing his debt. 


offe and worfe commodities, | 


at a higher and higher price, are 
forced upon him; he is. impo- 
verithed by compulfive traffic, 
and at laft overwhelmed, in the 
common receptacles of mifery, 
by dels, which, without his 
own confent were accumulated 
en his head. To the relief of 


*truft ; 


to be ineffectual. 


fuch diftrefs, and to the redrefs 
of fuch mifery, noother objecti- 
*on can be made, but that by 
fuch eafy diffolution of debts, 
fraud would be left without 
punifhment, and imprudence 
without awe, and that when in- 
folvency fhall become no longer 
punithable, credit will ceafe. 

The motive to credit, is the 
hope of advantage. Commerce 
can never be ata flop, while 
one man. wants what. another 
can fupply : and credit will ne- 
ver be denied, while it is likel 
to be repaid with profit. He 
that crufts one whom he defigns. 
to fue, is criminal by. the act o£ 
the ceffation of fuch in- 
fidious traffic is to be defired, and 
no.reafon can be given, why a 
change of the law thould impaix 
any other, 

We fee nation trade with nas 
tion, where no payment can be. 
compellal. Mutual canvenix 
enceproduces mutual confidence,, 
and the merchants continue to 
fatisfy the demands of each other, 
though they have nothing ta 
dread but the lofs of trade. 3 

Jt is vain to continue an infli- 
tution which experience fhews 
We have now 
imorifoned one generation of 
debtors after another, but we do 
not find that their numbers lef. 
fen. We have now learned, 
that rafhnefsand imprudence will, 
not be deterred from taking cre- 
dit: Let us try whether fraud 
and avarice may be more eafily’ 
reftrained from giving it. 
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6 . On Paffon. 
SELECTED. 
ON PASSION. 





its fudden burtts how 
ful! its continuance how 
alarming! and from mauy’ re- 
cent inftances may we not add-- 
its end how’fatal | It'is a tem- 
porary frenzy, and’ affeéts the 
mind’ with as’ much ‘horror as 
madnefs; it heaves like ‘an earth- 
quake, ‘and ferment’ like a vol- 
<ano, which cunfumes its bow- 
elsbefore it can return to a calm. 

Jutt God |} what doth’ not a 
man in the paroxyfm of rage en- 
dure !* what' melancholy ideasy 
doth he hot encourage, and what 
vindictive fchemes doth he not 
purfue! A blazing furnace is 
cold in comparifon to his feel- 
ings ; it takes a longer ' time to 
cool at firft, is more eafily awa- 
kened, ‘and is’ with difficulty 
quenched at laft : his foul is like 
Vefuvius,* that is ‘ continually 
breeding and emitting flames ; ° 
his blood runs like molten lead ; 
the fever alcends the brain, and 
from*thence breaks forth with 
fire and madneS. © The. trigger 
that isdrawn by the deliberate 
hhand of Suicide is not half fo 
convulfed as that which fhakes 
with ‘anger, and threats wiih fu- 
ry, refentment and defpair. A 
paffionate man is like a fire that 
is irrefiftible in its courfe; that is 
not to be appeafed by the: inrer- 
ventions of nature, or perivafions 
of art; but which burns and de- 
f{troys ‘in proportion to the oppo- 
fition that jt. meets with in its 
¢ourfe. ne eAS oot 

tt is faid that a hafty man is 
conftitutionally a good humour- 


PHA'T a demon ispaffion! 


edone. Of what avail, or how 
pardonable is this negative virtue, 
if the excefs of frenzy fhall urgé 
him on to the murder of a friend, 
a brother of a child ? The laws 
of man may connive at, but the 
judgment of God will revenge, 
the outrage ; for if a perfon tufs 
fer in agony of body, and defpair 
of mind, from a vice that is 
{hocking to humanity, is it any 
confolation, any mitigation, any 
redrefs, to fay, that the perpetra- 
tor was ina paffion’ Is drun- 
kennefs an excufe for murder ? 
Shall the nofturnal reveller fally 
forth during the hours of dark- 
nefs, and in the heat of wine feek 
out an unoffending obje&t, who 
falls, for fome imputed or ima- 
gined infult,'a facrifice to a fword 
which has but too long difyraced 
the fide of him who ‘bore it ?--- 
Suppofe a female Damien’ had 
fucceeded in her attempt upon a 
highly valuable and facred : life, 
or even upon the common ago- 
nies of domeftic feeling, the.ac& 
would be henious, altho’ the fi- 
tuation of the mind might claim 
our pity: & who ean help ador- 
ing, under this refleGtion, the pe- 
culiar lenity, and the generous 
tnagnanimity of the wounded 
king ? 

It infanity be the moft melan- 
choly of mortal fufferings, furely 
paffion is the moft infalting of 
aitificial feelings: for as the 
temper of the mind may be, by 
reflection, calmed, the man who 
encourages when’ he ought to 
conceal the ebulition 6f his feel- 
ings, isaccountable for the out- 
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On Domeftic Confidence, and Family Diftruft. %. 


rage he may occafion,; and after 
the fatal effets of a violent pa- 
roxv{m fhall freeze his foul with 
horror and remorfe, -thall em. 
brute his fenfes with apathy to 
every thing but guilt and terror, 
after he thali find himfelf an ob- 
ject of civil purfuit (as he will 
hereafter be of almighty, ven- 
goanee) with detpondency-at his 

eart, and not only by pardon, 
but hope forfaken---when the 


miniflers of juftice hall attend 


his fteps, unrivet his chains, and 
bring him forth to malicious 
view, and public execution--- 
whatcan he then doin mitiga- 
tion of his fentence, to man 
whom he hath injured, and to 
God whom he hath iuafulted ?--~ 
The contrition of a broken heart, 
the fufferings of a guilty con- 
{cience, will neither occafion, 
comfort here,nor point his views 
to happinefs hereafter. , 





ON DOMESTIC CONFIDENCE, AND FAMILY DIS- 


—i 


‘ 


TRUST. 


ee 


S domeftic confidence isthe 
5 greatcit ble fling, fo is tami- 


ly dittruft the greatelt curfe. If 


thofe who are connected by the 
ties of Nature cannot live in har- 
mony, why fhould we be afto- 
nithed at external difcord ? The 
chain of relative affection is fo 
flrong, that it is not eafy to con- 
ceive how it can be broken; and 
yet we find that the hardeft’ ho- 
dies may be diffolved, and that 
ftrength may be overcome by 
weaknefs. The moft timid dif- 
potition may be rendered viclent 


by infult, and the moft rugged 


temper may be melted by love. 
It is aflonifhing from what 
trifles the molt irreconcileable 
refentments arife. Itis notorious 
that more difputes have proceed- 
ed from friendthip ill requited, 
than what have been derived 
from hate. The fecret abufe of 
confidence infpires revenge ;--- 
whereas the open malice of an 
enemy begetscontempt. © 
_ Aitho’ the ills of life be fuffi- 
ciently numerous, yet we are con- 
fantly adding vo their accumula- 

~s , 


‘tion. Weare diffatished with, 


we know not what; we fancy 
infults which we have not re- 
received; andnoi being willing 
to be pleated ourfelves, we en= 
deavor to deftroy the comfort of 
others, and leave tue fing of the 
hee without a depohtofits tweets. 
When paflion gets the better of 
reafon, we often make thofe ni- 
ferable whom it is our duty to 
render happy ; and the ftreain of 
family comfort being thus dif- 
turbed, we trace up its pollution 
tothe foun‘ain-head, which, bub 
bling up with fretful tears, can 
never become pellucid or repoied, 
From gentle zephyrs ftorims a~ 
rife; and what may be deemed a 
trifling mifunderftanding at the 
moment of offence, may blow 
into rage, and become a hurri- 
cane, which even the funthine 
of good-humour, and the breezy 
voice of Friegdihip, can never 
appeafe. 

T he common intercourfes of 
life require management---an 
habicual fteadinefs of mind, a fe- 
remity of temper, a candour ov 

heart, 
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8 On Domcfic Confitence; and Family Diftrujt. 


increafes the imaginary danger,” 
by the-concomitant terrors of 


heart, fhould be the incentives of 
of our purfuits, and the objets 


of our aim ; andas thefe amiable 


gifts may be acquired by perfeve- 


rance and tludy, the attainment 
of fuch objets fhould make us’ 
patient in the chafe, that we 
may be victorious at the gaol.’ * 

The little accidental contenti- 
ens of life are the moft teazing ;' 
for it is not the cruth of one great 
and overwhelming calamity that 
preys upon the mind, but a mul- 
tiplicity of ceafelefs vexations, 
that, like a worm, corrodes by 


jydegrees, and at daft deftroys the 


heart. It is not a large expanfe 
of waters, but an accumulation 
of rills that makes a ‘torrent, 
which, fweeping on with unfeen 
auxiljaries, and undermining fu- 
ry, occafions death and defolati- 
on initscourfe. The petty dif- 
2ppointments and Iuffes in life 
may, by negligence, become not 
only overpowering, but irreme- 
dible : large debts increafe from 
interefts, that perpetual motion-- 
the fnow-ball gathers as it runs, 
and from aclod become a moun- 
tain, and, according to the diff- 
culty it meets with in its accu- 
mulation, in the fame reverfe 
proportion the avelanche is dif- 
rupted, and covers the vallies 
with ruin and defpair. 

The jealoufy of preference is 
foon alarmed, the refentment of 
predilection foon confirmed ; 
and thofe impreffions which, 
from prefudice, increefe tufpici- 
on, are not ealily removed or 
overcome. ‘Lit ftate of the 
mind, at fuch atime, is like a 
building that thakes with fre- 
quent carthquakes, when every 
otcillation menacesanoverthrow, 


altho’ it dowh not sal; and bence 








fufpence. The bofom that is 
jealous without a caufe, will be 
hardly fincere from conviction ; 
and he who envies the partiality 
{hown to another, becaule he has 
not himfelf the charms of recom- 
mendation, is a viper that would 
fting, becaufe he cannot clude, 
- He who difturbs the. placid 
bofom of contentment by tor- 
rents of paffion and abufe, is Jike 
arufh of waters that overflows a 
country, for want of adam to re- 
{train its inundations ; or is like 
a wind which, Jong pent up, is 
felt to {weep abroad with double 
fury and devaftation. 
‘Tfaman-a& from generofity 
and confidence, to that confh- 
dence and generofity how little 
is returned ! The tendernefs of 
one bofom is not always reper- 
cuffed by the fincerity of another. 
A father cannot always com- 


mandthe duty of a child ; for 


how often do we fee that heart 
brought down with unkindnefs, 
with forrow to the grave, which 
through life had overflowed with 

the moit exceffive affection. - 
Ir we defcend to the more 
mechanical, tho’ not lefs refpect- 
able, cements of this our mortal 
exiltence, we fhall ftill find thar 
conhdence is the principal chain 
that conneéts our happinefs in ir. 
If we want a countellor to dire& 
our labours, and confirm our 
thoughts in the momentous con- 
cerns and painful trials of an ac- 
tive life ; ifan avenger of our 
infulted memory and name, we 
{hall tind them in the zeal and 
courage of a faithful anda ditin- 
terefied friend; and if a com- 
orter in private cages and pref. 
‘ Ang 
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Nature and Art.---d Thought. a 


fing emergencies, whofe: tender- 
nefs will divért our gloom hy the 
{mile of patience, the. tear of 
pity, and the modefty of love-; 
who will cheer us with hope, 
and reconcile us to defpair ?--- 
Thefe, all thefe we fhal] find in 
the inclination and power of a 
fenfible, a beloved, and an amia- 
ble wife. Celeftial incuence! 
what are your refources, ye glit- 
tcring flaves of funfhine and of 
fhade, compared to thofe Ihave 
attempted to defcribe ? It is not 
in the public, but in the private 
walks of life that thefe bloffoms 
fet and ripen into fruit, or the 
delicacy of their flavour prized. 

Obferve the child of humble 
content and downy peace. The 
morn that rifes with cheerfulnefs 


ferenes her brow: the rofe of 
health impaints her cheeks,thofe 
cheeks be-dimpled with the 
fmiles of innocence ; and while 
the pleafure of youth dart a ra- 


‘diance through the eye, the eye-~ 


Jath of referve reftrains its fire, 
and fends its refulgence to en- 
lighten the virtues of the heart. 
The exterior fignet impreffes a 


value upon the gear within ; that 
‘gem, a quiet confcience, unres. 


proving and unreproved, where 
all the ftorms of life are lulled 
into z calm, and ajl the harth and 
difcordant foundsof nature ceafe,. 
and fink at once to filence and 
repofe : and fuch a repofe, who 
fhall dare to difturb, or venture 
to alarm ? 





NATURE AND ART. 





A THOUCHT. 





ATURE, ‘when unadorn- 

ed,adorned the moft,”’ pre- 
ents to our view, varied, pictur- 
efque and f{plendid fcenes. When 
we quit the alpiting mountain, 
the wave-worn and tremendous 
rock, and the loud founding ca- 
taract, bounded in its fall, and 
ru(hing from its awful height--- 
to vifit fpots which boaft not ot 
fuch terrific, yet bold magnifi- 
cence, but which {mile in rich 
luxuriance, prefenting the flow- 
er-fringed. banks of the filver 
ftream---the enamelled bofom of 
the rich meadow---and the calm 
retreats and*** bushy dells’’ of the 
** entangled wood’«--we may 


behold the hand of Art,as in thy 
fwetlawns & fliades O Kenfing- 
ton ! enrich the fap of earth, and 
{till add * fweets to the fweet.’” 
Thus Art, affifted by Tafte 
awl Simplicity, may be faid 
fometimes to improve upon Na- 
ture ; but to produce that im- 
provement, Invention can only 
revert to Nature herfelf; and 
thus poetry, painting and oratory 
have attracted and falcinat ed the 
mind in ev ery nation where the 
rays of fcience and literature 
have beamed forth in meridian 
fplendor ;---but there muft be a 
MIND to do them honor---a ming” 
which they hayenot produced. 
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On Gaming. 
ON GAMING. 





LO) 

HE moft dangerous vice in 
| human nature is that of 
Gaming. It deprives the mind 


of energy, the feelings of fenfe, 
and the foulof thought: It fpares 
‘notrelations,connections, friends: 
It lofes in integrity what it gains 
from charice ; and lays the Flush - 
dation of mifety and dependance, 
when it expeéted happinefs and 
wealth : it isa worm that is con- 
tinually preying upon the virals 
of conrent ; an infect inimical 
to repofe ; a demon prognofiic 
of defpair : it is a life of unter- 
tainty, remorfe and hell. 

I khow not one comfort of 
which itis productive; [know not 
one irifery that it hath not ocea- 
fioned.. A gamefter by profeffion 
is avillain; he infinuates him- 
felf into the bofom of his friends, 
and plunders from fecurity what 
he defpairs to acquire by ° fkitl. 
He thinks his abufe of confidence 
rewarded, while he remains dif- 
guifed, and trismphs over the 
weaknefs and credulity of others. 
Colle&ted within himfelf, from 
habit he defies the deteétion of 
guilt; and not having a charac- 
ter to lofe, is more defirous of 
accumulation than of fame. 

A gamfter may be a defpera- 
do---a cooly brave man upon all 
occations, and under trials he can 
hardly be; for, though ,refent- 
ment may teach him to defend 
his perfon, yet confcience may 
difarm his {word. To foviety 
he isa fcourge; to himfelf a 
Warning : for the fuccefg that at- 
tends him to-day, may defert him 
to-morrow ; and when Jofs fhall 
folléw lofs, and the Meafure of 


his defpair be full, he may fly 


uncall’d; as thoufands of his pro- 
feffion have done, into the face 
of heaven, whofe judgments he 


‘defpifed,, whofe vengeance he 


‘provoxed, and whofe mercv he 
defied ; with guilt upon hishead, 
‘contrition at his heart, how can 
he dare to {upplicate a Power 
‘whom he has fo greatly injured ? 
The Almighty Prefence is not 
to be infulted by defperation, or 
‘to be trifled with in death ; and 
he who runs into this enormity 
from ruin and defpair, is only” 
accumulating horror upon guilt, 
and preparing eternal miferics in 
a life to come. 

If this reftlefs infatuation could 
proceed from any other paffion 
oppofed to the defire of gain, the 
victims of a deluded intention 
might pofibly meet with com- 
paffion. Did a man with, by the 
chance of a die,. to accumulate, 
that he might have it in his pow- 
er to ferve the indigent, to raife 
the fallen, to pour the balm of 
comfort into ficknefs, and bid 
the man of forrow bound with 
joy---however we might exe- 
crate the means, the intention 
might be furely juftified: bur, as 
it proceeds from a fource the moft 
corrupt and unfeeling in human 
nature, as its obvious aim is 
avarice, a paffion that is moft u- 
niverfally and fovereignly de- 
fpiled, its pragtice cannot be in- 
veighed againft with too much 
force and execration. What 
doth not a mifer endure to fub- 
flantiate this inhuman and edious 
appellation ? He fuffers cold and 
famine, mifery and difeafe, to 
fwell the contents of a coffer 
which he dares not open, and, 
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The Mille’ and his Afs.---A Fable. 


by adding to the means, deprives 
the fenfes of enjoyment. 

Look at this wretch at the 
hour of diffolution, when he 
would give (oh! dreadful facri- 
fice! his itnmortal foul to pre- 
curea mortal exiftence, when 
his worfhip of Mammon is con- 
verted to repentance, and when 
the fituation of the beggar, whofe 
mifery he derided, is becoine a 
{tate of envy to him: obferve 
him at this awful and decifive 
moment, when the pride of 
wealth is funk by confcience 


ever A: i 





cf 


and then tell me, ye fenfelefs ac- 
cumulators, of what avail are all 
thefe treafures, which cannot 
purchafe a moment’s, much lets 
a bodily redemption? Not hav~ 
ing yet been tried, ye know nor 
how ye fhall fuftain : but let this 
maxim; while there may be a 
time for repentance, detcend into 
your hearts--- The /ot of the mi/er~ 
able fhould ferve as a warning te 
the happy; for he who has defert= 
ed others, may be in time abandoncd 


himfelf. 
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THE MILLER AND HIs ASS. 


A’ FABLE. 


ae 


.. VERY honeft miller, ac- 

. companied by his fon about 

halt grown, was quietly leading 
his ais along the highway when 
he was overtaken by a fpruce 
attorney -of the next village ; 
who fmiling, obferved to his duf- 
ty neighbour, that certainly hu- 
manity was a virtue of prime 
magnitude and could not be too 
highly cultivated between man 
& man ; but when it was extend- 
ed, as in the inftance before him, 
toa lethargic well fed afs, it 
whelm’d in admiration. The 
lawyer rode on. The miller, 
who fele the ridicule, was de- 
termined to be the objeé&t of no 
more mirth, mounted Dobbin 
and rode on fome time in peace ; 
when he was met by a traveller 
of folemn afpect,who reining his 
horfe,declared that of all the fcenes 
thofe of cruelty moit met his ab- 
horrence, Aad are you not a- 


fhamed faid he raifing his voice, 
fat and vigorous as you appear, 
to ride at your eafe like an Al~ 
derman and fuffer that poor little 
boy, who I fuppofe is your fon, 
to trudge on after you on foot, 
covered with duft, and fcorched 
to death by a dog-day fun ? The 
miller quite confounded, dif- 
stadion and feated his fon on 
the faddle. Tranquility, how- 
ever was not to be his lot that 
day, for the very next perfon he 
faw toldhim, that by indulging 
that lazy young rafcal in riding, 
while he himfelf, aman in years, 
was dragging his legs after him 
on foot was abominable. The 
poor miller who withed to pleafe 
every body, was now at a lofs 
what to do. However to give no 
more offence he again mounted hig 
beaft & took his So behind him; 
but this’ fituation met with ne 
mute indulgence than the for~ 

‘ mer 5, 








 w) Anecdotes of Fohn De Witt, ec. es 


mer; for a very reverend old 
parfon told him that a certain de- 
gree of compaflion was due to 
every creature which heaven 
had bleffed with exiftence. That 
however abjeét an animal an afs 
might he, he for his part, could 
not fee even an als treated with 
fuch unmeritted feverity as that 
on which they rode, without 
feeling his fenfibilicy wounded. 


The miller now defired his fon 
to get off, and doing fo himfelf, 
took the halter in his hand and 
jogged omas he began: perfectly 
convinced that topleafe all was 
impofiible, and that while he 
was careful that the motives to’ 
his ations were proper to be al- 
together carelefs of their confe- 
quéncess : 


. 





ANECDOTES OF JOHN DE WITT, &c. 





HIS illuftrious penfionary 

of Holland, when he was 

aiked one day how he could get 
through with eafe the immenfe 
load of bufinefs, that would op- 
prefs moft other men ; replied, 
«+ by doing one thing at atime.” 
Another of his maxims, in the 
conduct of life, and of {till more 
value than all his political onés, 
was to be careful of his health, 
but carelefs of his life. This 
great man well knew the im- 
portance of health to the mental 
ys wellasthecorporeal functions, 
and at the fame time was con- 
vinced that in certain fituations, 
where the duty of one’s country, 
to one’s relations, to one’s friends 
and to one’s felf, demands it, that 
a facrifice of thofe is juftly and 
honourably made, aid that not 
io make itis, ‘* propter vitam vi- 
vendi perdere ‘“caufam.”? . The 
manner of life of this wife man 
was fo fimple, that though his 
name appeared by the fide of that 
of emperors -& of kings in many 
public acts; that he ufed to walk 
irom his own houfe to that of 
the States atthe Hague, attended 


‘only by afingle fervant, and that 


ene maa and one maid-fervane 


compofed his whole domeftie 
eftabli{i:ment. He and_his.bre+- 


‘ther Cornelius were torn in pie- 


ces by the exafperated and delud- 
ed multitude of Holland, John 
De Witt tepeating in the midft 
of all his torments, that fine ode 
of Horace--- 


‘ Juflum & tenacem propofiti virum | 

Non circum ardor, prava Juberium 

Non vultus inflantis tyranni 
Mentigatit folida, &c. 


Though De Witt was in ge- 


neral inimical to the houfe of - 


Orange, he took care of the re- 
venues, and fuperintended the 
education of William the third, 
when he was prince of Orange ; 
and bifhop Burnet fuppofes, that 
for many of the virtues and ta- 
Jents which adorned the charac- 
ter of this excellent prince, he 
was indebted to the care and at 
tention of his illuftrious precep- 
tor. 


—_ 

AN Irith genileman lately 

fought a duel with his intimate 

friend, becaufe he jocofely af- 

ferted ** that he was born with- 
outa fhirt to his back !” 
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SELECTED. POETRY. 
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The following beautiful Poem is afcribed to Mrs. GREVILLE, the Aus 


thor of the admired Oie to Indifference. 


FANCY, 


AN ELEGY. 


Coe of golden dreams ! whofe magic power 
Sheds {miles of joy o’er Mifery’s haggard face, 
And, lavith, ftrews the vifonary flower, 

To deck life’s dreary path with tranfient grace. 
I woo thee, Fancy, from thy fairy cell, 

Where, midit the endle{s woes of human kind, 
Wrapt in ideal blifs thou lov’ ft to dwell, 

And fport in happier regions unconfin’ d. 


Deep funk, O Goddefs ! 1n thy pleafing trance, 
Oft let me fee yon low, fequefter’d vale, 

While Wifdom’s feif fhall fteai a fide-long glance, 
And {mile contempt—but liften to thy tale. 


Alas! how little doher votar:» guefs 
Thofe rigid truths, which learned fools revere, 
Serve but to prove, O bane of happinefs ! : 
Our joys delufive, but our woes fincere, 


Be theirs to fearch where cluftering rofes grow, 
Touching each fharp thorn’s point to prove how keen} 
Be mine to trace their beauties as they blow, 
And catch their fragrance where they bluth unfeen, 


Haply my path may lie through barren vales, 
Where niggard Fortune all her fweets denies ; 

Even there thatl Fancy fcent the ambient gales, 
And f{catter flowrets of a thoufand dyes. 


Nor let the worldling fcoff ; be his the tafk 

To form deep {chemes, and mourn his hopes betray’d+; 
Be mine to range unfeen—’ts all I afk — 

And form new worlds beneath the filent fhade : 


To look beyond the views of wealth and pride, 
Bidding the mind’s eye range without controul, 

Through wiid extatic day-dreams, far and wide, 
To bring returns of comfort to the foul : 


To bid groves, hills, and Incid {treams appear, 
The gilded fpire, ach’d dome, and fretted vault, 
And {weet fociety be ever near, 
Love ever young, andfriends without a f>*" 


I fee, entranc’d, the gay conceptions rife 
My harveft ripen andmy white floexs thrives 
And ftill, as fancy pours her large supplies, 


I tafte the godlike happinels to give 





SeleAed Poetry. 


To check the patient Widow’s deep-fetch’d fighs, 

And fhield her infant from the north blaft rude j 
To bid the fweetly-gliftening tear arife, 

That {wims in the glad eyes of Gratitude ; 
To join the artlefs maid and hone ft fwain, 

Where Fortune rudely bars the way to joy ; 
To eafe the tender mother’s anxious pain, 

And guard with foftering hand her darling boy; 
To raife up modeft merit from the ground, 

And fend the unhappy {miling from the door 3 
To f{pread content and cheerfulnefs around, 

And banquet on the bleffing of the poor. 


Delicious dream! how oft beneath thy power, 
Thus light’ning the fad load of others’ woe, 
J fteal from rigid Fate one bappy hour, 
Nor. fee! I want the pity I beftow. 
And, O! how precious is that timely friend, 
Who checks Affliction in her dread career! 
Who knows diftrefs, well knows that he may lend 
One hour of life, who {tops one falling tear. 
O F but for thee, long fince the hand of Care 
Had mark’d with livid palegny furzow’d cheek ° 
Long fince the fhivering grafp of cold Defpair 


Had chill’d my heart, and taught it how to break? 


For, ah! Affliction fteals with tracklefs flighs ; 
Silent the ftroke fhe gives, but not lefs keen ; 

And bleak Misfortune, like an eaftern bhght, 
Sheds black deftruétion, though it flies unfeen. 


O! come then-Fancy, and with lenient hand 


Dry my moift cheek, and fmooth my furrow’d brow z 


Bear me o’er f{miling tracks of fairy land, 
And give me more than Fortune can beftow. 
Mix’d are her boons, and chequer’d all-her ill ; 
Her finiles the funfhine of an April morn ; 
The cheerlefs valley fkirts the gilded bill, 
And latent ftorms in every gale are borne. 
Give me thy Hope, which fickens not the heart ; 
Give me thy Wealth, which has no wings to fly ; 
Give me the pride thy Honors ¢an impart ; 
Thy Friendhhip give me, warm in poverty : 
Give me a with the worldling may deride. 
v 
at thy. dream, to lay the world afide, ' 
And frag a blifs beyond the reach of Fate, . 


The wife may cenfure, andthe proud may hate ; 
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THE SLAVE: A SONNET, 
[From Southey's Poems.} 


H-Ahe is worn with toil! thebig drops run ) 
Down his dark cheek; hold—hold thy mercilefs hand 
Pale tyrant ; for beneath thy hard command 
O’erwearied nature finks. The {corching Sun, 
As pitylefs as proud profperity, 
Darts on him his full beams; gafping he lics 
Arraigning with his looks the patient’fkies, 
While that inhuman ttader lifts on high 
The mangling Seourge. Oh ye who at your cafe 
Sip the blood-{weeten’d beverage! thoughts like thefe 
‘Haply ye fcorn: 1 thank thee, Gracious.God} 
That [do feel upon my cheek the glow 
Of indignation, when beneath the rod 
A fable brother writhes in filent woe, 





EPIGRA™M, 


ne ne 


On the uncertainty of Law. 





WO Lawyers, when a knotty caufe was o’er,. 
Shook hands, altho’ they’d wrangled hard before, 
¢*Zounds !’’ faid the client, who was caft, ‘ pray how 
€ Can you be friends, who were fuch foes juft now ?” 
“* You fool,” fays one, *‘ we lawyers, tho’ fo keen, 
*¢ Like fheers, ne'er cut ourfelves—but what’s between.” 





ANECDOTES. 


Avo of the Mufes, at a learned Univerfity, began 2 poem on the 
influence of the fon, ia thefe words— 


The fun's perpendicular heat 
Began to illumine the fea~ 


He then walked out to breathe frefh infpiration. One of his companis 
ens itepped in and finifhed it as follows— 


And fifhes beginning to {weat, 
Cried, blaft it! hew bot we fhall be, 
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FOREIGN OCCURRENCES. 


—_-—— 


MADRID, Feb, 22. 

Great changes are impending 
an our miniftry. They are agi- 
tated with nothing lefs than a 
revolution, at the head of which 
the king will place himfelf in 
making thofe reforms which are 
called for by the public voice, 
and in reviving the Cortes, in 
placing in his miniftry men ex- 
empt from prejudice capable of 
great undertakings who only can 
regenerate our country; the 
Count Cabarras will be called to 
the adminiftration of the finances 
and the Prince of Peace changes 
his exalted ftation, in which he 
has enjoyed almoft unlimited 
power, for the embaffy to France, 
We expe& here very foon, 
eventsat which Spain and Ey- 
rope will be aftonifhed. 


oe 
PARIS, March 28. 

The direftory has paffed a re- 
markable decree which imports 
that in retaliation the Englith 
prifoners ot war, without diftinc- 
tion of rank thal] be imprifoned & 
treated all alike. All paroles are 
tevoked. The Direétory referves 
the liberty of granting them to 
fuch as may be thought defer- 
ving. : 

According to thews received 
from the French army in Swit- 
zeriand, the laft actions have 
been very fevere and coft many 
lives. “Vhe Bernians fought with 
Jnfinite bravery. Several thou- 
fands remained on the bloody 
field: their infantry is very good 
bat their cavalry is good for no- 
thing, and the artillery was not 
ferved. Befides in thefe bartles 
there were very few troops of the 
line. © ‘Lhey were im general 


. prived of fea fith. 


only farmers armed with axes 
and fcythes, who defended the 
country. In fome places the 
women fought like lions, and 
fhewed the moft heroic courage. 


HAGUE, March 4. 

The day before yefterday the 
projet of our conftitution was 
prefented to the national affem- 
bly by thereprefentative Ocberfe. 
It was received with enthufiafm, 
and ordered to be printed. It is 
{peedily to be difcuffed. 

: March 17. 

Our republic is now making 
the moft aGlive part inthe ex- 
pedition againft England. Above 
athoufand tranfports are fitting 
in our harbours, and are ordered 
to failin the month of April to 
the Freach coait. An embargo 
is alfo laid on all the fifhing vef- 
fels, fo that at prefent we are de- 
By means of 
thefe veffels the Englifh received 
frequent intelligenc of what was 
pafling. It is prefumed, that 
fome of the Batavian troops will 
be put on board the tranfports. 


NANTZ, March 17. 
The army of Nants is in full 
movement.--- We are allo affured 
that 30,000 are about marching 
again for the Nedda to forma 
corps of obfervation, in order to 
operate the paffage of Germany. 
; — 


Defcent on England. 
BOURDEAUX, March ae. 


The movement of troops to-~ 
wards the coaft is more active 
than ever ; 200,009 men are now 
afembling from Rochfort to 
Fluthing. On the other fide, 
the prefting of all the feamen, 

even 
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even the crews- of privateers, 


who would not be employed till 
the laft. moment ;. the -arrefting 
all the Englith found at the dif- 
ferent ports, and laftly, theor - 
ders given to all the officers to 
join their corps, feem to indicate 
that the trial of a defcent is not 
far diftant. 


commence by a partial. ome in 


Ireland, a conjecture not im- 


probable, when itis announced 
by.good politicians, that an in- 
furrection has begun, or is on the 
point of breaking out in that 
country: Itis underftood to be 
an tafy tafk. for the French: to 
make themfelves maflers of that 
iftand, in which there are fcarce- 
ly enough of Britith troops,: to 
reftrain the numerous affociations 
of the partizans of independence 
and that it would be impoffible 
for England, threatened at the 


fame time on her own territory,. 


to.fend them any fuccours. We 
are equally fenfible how much 
the poffeffion of that ifland, and 
the fright that fuch an event 
would produce in England, 
would facilitate the fubfequent 
operations. We may, indeed, 
fay, that it wilk infure the fuc- 
cefs of the Grand Defcent. 

To thefe projedts, to thefe hopes 
will'no doubt be objected, the 
difficulty of conquering the ma- 
rine of England. ‘hefe difi- 
culties are certainly too real ; 
but after the bold enterprizes ex- 


~ eerted in the courfe of the war ; 


after all: that has been done be- 
yond the rules of human pru- 
dence and forefight, who will 
dare to determine at this day,how 
far it is poflible togo? In de- 
fault of force are there not chan- 
ccs from conftancy and cunning? 


Perhaps it will | 


Has not he who attacks, a thou- 
fand advantages over him whe 
defends himfelf? Does not the 
ignorance of the part to be firft 
attacked, oblige the enemy toa 
divide his force, and weaken 
himfelf at every point, while the 
former mafter of all his refour- 
ces, ftudying to, deceive his ad- 
verfary, and ready to profit by 
his firft miflake, muluplies his 
means, and varies his plans with 
every occafion? For exampie,, 
when the whole extent of a coaft 
of 200 Jeagues thall. be covered 
with fquadrons, Joaded with 
troops, who will enfure the En- 
glifli that one of them {hall not 


elude their watch, or that 
they hall. not be drawn 
off by falfe attacks, from 


the point of real danger? Light 
veffels will inform them of our 
motions ; but have net telegraphs 
eftablithed all along our coaft, 
the advantage of a much: fwifter 
conveyance, incalcuble advan- 
tage, which will give to our line 
of attack a rapidity and concen- 
tration which their line of de- 
fence cannot poffefs ? 


HAMBURGH, March ar. 

Accounts from Pazris of the 
rith inft. mention, that on the 
1ft puards have been placed in 
the Englith, Irith and American 
commercial honfes, eftabiithed 
at Bourdeaux, and that feals have 
been put on the papers of the A- 
merican con ful at that place. Ci- 
tizen Boutils, who calls himflf 
a Danifh merchant, and two A- 
merican biokers,. have likewife 
been arrefted, and 3000 {failors’ 
have been arrefted in and near 


Bourdeaux. ais 4 
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PHILADELPHIA, May 24. = ** There'is nothing new on 


The VU. S: floopof war, Gan- 
ges, Capt, Dale, of 20 guns, & 
150 men, failed this morning on 
acruize: 

Extract ofa letter from Mr. Fen- 
wick, to his friend in this city, 
dated Bourdeaux, March ar. 

‘© As to the magnanimity and 
generofity of the rulers of the 
Great Nation towards’ private 


perfons, while in the great chaos* 


of national revolutions, andthe 
fupplications of {tates & ‘empires, 
we fear the juft lamentations of 
individuals will go unheard--« 
what can a poor trader of Phitae 
delphia, reprefented by an hum- 


ble conful, expe, after feeing 


three extraordinary envoys and 
plenipotentiaries at the gates of 
the directorial’ palace, without 
admiffion to an audiente,and ata 
time when the plenipotentiaries 
muft be daily warned of | additi- 
onal fhocks and wounds of the 
long injured and opprefled vom- 
merce of rheirnation? If fucha 
melancholy fa& could give any 
relief to the neceffitated indivi- 
dual who is kept out of his funds, 
it would be fomewhatlefs afflict- 
ing to relate it. Paying debts, 
harkening to diftrefs, and juftice, 


is not the fafhion of the times : 


levying © contributions, giving 
Jaw, and humiliating nations, is 
the theme of the day--atid while 
proud Albion, and the Hanove- 
rian race tremble, while Rome 
and the children of Fabius are 
under chaftifement for fupport- 
ing the {ceptre of Oavius and 
the crimes of Nero, can the well 
born brethren of Mr. Jay, ex- 
pect to efeape: Pardon me for 
this digreflion, 


the fubje&t- of our negociations 
at Paris: the envoys are ftill 


there without ever having had 


an audience, and it is generally 


thought their miffion will be in- - 


effectual. I participate in this 
opinion, and unlefs the current 


of French faccels, or the politics | 


of America undergo fome change 


it will bé impoffible to forelee: 


the iffie of the prefent difcord 
between the two nations.” 


pa : ** 
POUGHKEEPSIE, 
_ June 5, 1798. 


MARRIED. | 

At Staatfborough, on Wed. 
nefday evening lait, by the Rev, 
Mr. Sayrs, Maturine Lt« 
VInGsTON, Efq. of New-York, 
to Mifs Marcarer Lewts, 
daughter of the Hon. Morgan 
Lewis, Efg. one of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court of ‘this 





- Scate, 


a Lene 


DIED. 


Suddenly, on her paffage from, 
New-York to Wapping’s creek, 


erp Vaw Tass&L,; of Fifh- 
cil. 

Alfo, lat week, of a blow re- 
ceived tiom a fick of wood bee 
ing thrown down one of the 
pitching places on the N. River, 
Capt, Josuva Hau, of New- 
Marlborough. . 
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